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[Abstract:] Special report of the Work of the Engraving Department for the Fiscal Year 1885-86. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Engraver’s Department, 
October 8, 1886 


Sir 


In answer to your letter of the 6th inst. I would respectfully say that while the great 
increase of work done at this Mint has not proportionally increased the work of this department, 
it being merely a transfer of work from the other Mints to this, and as we supply all the Mints 
with dies the quantity used is about the same, but every effort has been made to mention the 
usefulness of this department, strict attention has been given to each and every die made and I 
cannot help feeling gratified to be able to say, we can show a better average than ever before 
produced, namely 200,992 Standard Dollars to a pair of dies. 


I think when it is taken into consideration the great pressure there has been on this Mint 
and consequent hurry in annealing planchets, this average is certainly phenomenal. Every 
demand made by the several Mints has been met with as little delay as possible, in some cases 
dies have been forwarded in less than twenty four hours after receiving the order. As we have 
never had a complaint from any of the Mints, we have every reason to believe they have given 
the same satisfaction to others that they have to this. 


In regard to medals it has been our aim not only to keep our reputation for Artistic work, 
but is possible to excel ourselves. In my report of dies made during the fiscal year ended June 
30th 1886 will be found reproductions of celebrated medals, such as “Washington before 
Boston”, a medal known throughout Europe and this country for its Artistic beauty, as these dies 
never left Paris it was certainly desirable that the government of the United States should have 
dies, I think the reproduction will be found to compare favorably with the original. We have just 
completed reproductions of the Thomas Jefferson medal and have in hand several others all 
having historic value, namely “Antonio Wayne” and “Nathanial Green’. These dies were also 
engraved in Paris and never came to this country. It is my intention where possible to reproduce 
all dies of this class that in the end the government may have a complete cabinet of national dies. 
In this and all work of the department I am happy to say I have the encouragement of the 
Superintendent and a faithful and hearty cooperation of all in my charge. 


Very respectfully, 
Chas. E. Barber 
Engraver 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


